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The Final Phase in the Conquest 
of Tuberculosis 


mortality from tuberculosis in 


F OR more than] four decades the 


our country has been sweeping 
downward without interruption. 
The result is that the current death 
rate from the disease is only about 
one fifth of what it was at the begin- 
ning of the century. The improve- 
ment, moreover, has been fairly con- 
sistent throughout the prosperity of 
the 20’s, the depression of the 30’s, 
and the exacting years of the present 
war. From 1921 through 1943 the 
death rate decreased on an average 
by 4 percent annually. 

An essentially consistent percent 
annual decline,- implies, of course, a 
diminishing absolute annual decline. 
It is obvious that a reduction of 4 
percent from the rate of about 100 
per 100,000, which prevailed around 
1921, means an absolute drop of 4 
per 100,000 in the death rate for the 
year, whereas with the current 
death rate of about 40, an annual 
drop of 4 percent is only 1.6 per 
100,000. Thus, although the meas- 
ures against tuberculosis have been 
intensified since the first World War, 
these efforts have brought diminish- 
ing returns. This tapering-off process 
is also seen in the trends for typhoid 


fever, the communicable diseases 
of childhood, and a number of 
other diseases which have been 
coming under control. It merely 
indicates that as room for improve- 
ment diminishes, it becomes in- 
creasingly difficult to make further 
gains. 

The graph on the following page 
charts the probable future trend 
of tuberculosis mortality on the as- 
sumption that the decline will con- 
tinue at the same rate as in the 
period from 1921 to 1943. On this 
basis, we may expect a death rate of 
about 30 per 100,000 in 1950, and of 
about 20 per 100,000 in 1960. There 
is good reason to believe, however, 
that the actual figures will be even 
lower than those indicated by the 
forecasts. How soon tuberculosis is 
reduced to vanishing proportions de- 
pends to a large extent on the vigor 
with which the full means of com- 
bating the disease are utilized. 

An important step in this direc- 
tion was the establishment, last 
July, of the Tuberculosis Control 
Division in the U. S. Public Health 
Service, whose function it is to de- 
velop, on a nationwide scale, more 
effective measures for the preven- 
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tion, treatment, and control of the 
disease. The program includes 
grants-in-aid and a variety of serv- 
ices to States and local communities; 
the expansion and training of medi- 
cal, nursing, and technical personnel ; 
and the carrying on of demonstra- 
tions, of clinical and laboratory re- 
search, and of general studies. The 
Division will also work in coopera- 
tion with various voluntary agencies 
in formulating plans and evaluating 
results. 

The new program will give added 
impetus to the widespread use of X- 
ray mobile units for mass surveys. 
Case finding has been, and will con- 
tinue to be, one df the most im- 
portant steps in rooting out tuber- 
culosis. Through this large-scale 


screening process, cases are likely to 
be found in their minimal stages, 
when treatment is most effective. 
Mass X-ray can be used particularly 
where large groups are concerned, as 
among hospital patients, industrial 
workers, and school children. In 
order to locate new cases as they 
arise, these surveys should be re- 
peated periodically. An incidental 
feature of these mass surveys for 
tuberculosis is that in a number of 
instances they disclose the presence 
of other diseases. 

The medical care provided for our 
war veterans should be an additional 
aid in the control of tuberculosis. 
Under the present program of the 
Veterans’ Administration, hospital- 
ization for tuberculosis is available 
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to war veterans, whether or not the 
disability was connected with their 
military service. In view of the fact 
that there are about 11,500,000 men 
in the armed services who will be- 


come veterans, this provision can be 
of the utmost importance in protect- 
ing a large and vital segment of our 
population from the disease. The 
basic problem will be to locate 
the tuberculous veterans in the early 
stages of the disease, to hospital- 
ize them, and to see that they 
get adequate medical care and re- 
habilitation. 

The campaign against tuberculosis 
will benefit not only from these di- 
rect measures, but also from general 
measures which will raise the stand- 
ard of living. Recent developments 
in the science of nutrition will mean 
not only better foods, but also more 
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balanced diets. Likewise, many 
large-scale housing projects are 
planned to displace slum areas, 
where tuberculosis has often found 
fertile breeding ground. A large 
number.of municipalities have been 
giving more attention than ever be- 
fore to outdoor recreational facili- 
ties. The cumulative effect of these 
and other steps should be to build up 
strong bodies resistant to disease. 

Considering the new elements in- 
troduced into the present-day fight 
against tuberculosis, it is not unduly 
optimistic to expect that the death 
rate from the disease may fall below 
the levels indicated by the recent 
trend. The final conquest of tuber- 
culosis should be one of the first 
items on the agenda in planning for 
the postwar health and welfare of 
the American people. 


Longevity of the American People in 1943 


HE average length of life of the 

American people in 1943, as 
computed from the mortality then 
current, was 641% years, or only one 
third of a year less than the peak 
reached in 1942. These figures re- 
flect the experience of the entire 
population within the United States, 
both civilian and military, but the 
data exclude the experience among 
men and women serving overseas 
and elsewhere beyond the borders of 
our country. 

The slight setback in longevity 
during 1943 was due in large measure 
to the high toll taken by the influ- 
enza epidemic which swept the 
country toward the close of that 


year. Two other factors played a 
major role in reducing the average 
length of life of the resident popula- 
tion, particularly among white males, 
during our second full war year. In 
the first place, very large numbers of 
the healthiest males at the prime 
ages of life were withdrawn for serv- 
ice overseas in 1943, so that they 
were excluded from the experience. 
Secondly, among the young men still 
in the country there was a sharp rise 
in mortality from accidents, especi- 
ally in connection with military 
aviation. As a result, the average 
length of life of white males on the 
basis of mortality conditions in 1943 
was reduced to 63.16 years, one half 





4 STATISTICAL BULLETIN 





April 1945 


TABLE 1—EXPECTATION OF LiFe AT BIRTH AND AT AGE 40 IN THE UNITED STATES, 
ACCORDING TO COLOR AND SEX, FOR SELECTED PERIODS FROM 1900 To 1943 




















BIRTH AcE 40 
YEAR . 
OR WHITE CoLorED* WHITE CoLorED* 
PERIOD 
Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females 
1943 + 63.16 68.27 54.65 57.97 29.97 33.47 25.83 28.11 
19427 63.65 68.61 54.28 58.00 30.27 33.86 25.92 28.51 


1939-19417 | 62.81 67.29 | 52.26 
1930-1939} | 60.62 | 64.52 | 50.06 
1929-19317 | 59.12 | 62.67 | 47.55 
1920-1929t | 57.85 | 60.62 | 46.90 
1919-1921 | 56.34 | 58.53 | 47.14 
1909-1911§ | 50.23 | 53.62 | 34.05 
1901-1910§ | 49.32 | 52.54 | 32.57 
1900-1902§ | 48.23 | 51.08 | 32.54 


55.56 | 30.03 | 33.25 25.06 | 27.19 
52.62 29.57 | 32.24 | 24.65 26.11 
49.51 29.22 | 31.52 23.36 | 24.30 
47.95 29.35 | 30.97 24.55 24.67 
46.92 29.86 | 30.94 | 26.53 25.60 
37.67 27.43 29:26 | 21:57 23.34 
35.65 27.55 29.28 | 22.23 23.81 
35.04 | 27.74 | 29.17 23.12 24.37 





Gain: 1900-— 
1902 to 1943} 14.93 17.19 22.11 














22.93 2.23 4.30 2.71 3.74 




















Nore—The life tables for'1943 and 1942 were prepared in the Statistical Bureau of the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company, that for 1943 being on the basis of unpublished data furnished by the United 


States Census Bureau. 


*Data for periods from 1900 to 1931 and 1939 to 1941 relate to Negroes only. 


+Continental United States. 
tRegistration States of 1920. ~ 
§Original Death Registration States. 





year less than in 1942. For white 
females with an average of 68.27 
years, the corresponding reduction 
was only one third of a year. Com- 
parable data for earlier years are 
shown in Table 1. 

Among colored persons the change 
in experience from 1942 to 1943 was 
‘more favorable than among the 
white. Colored males, with an aver- 
age of 54.65 years in 1943, gained 
almost two fifths of a year, while 
the figure for colored females re- 
mained practically unchanged at 
58 years. 

So slight was the setback in 1943 
for the population as a whole that 
the record for the year still com- 
pares very favorably with that for 


prewar years. The average length of 
life (expectation of life at birth) in 
1943 was three quarters of a year 
above the figure for 1940, five years 
better than that for 1930, and 1514 
years greater than the average at 
the beginning of the century. The 
gain since 1900 was greater for 
females than for males, and more 
pronounced for colored persons than 
for the white. The increases were: 
white females, 17.19 years; white 
males, 14.93; colored females, 22.93; 
and colored males, 22.11 years. 
Changes similar to those noted for 
the expectation of life at birth are 
found also at a wide range of ages. 
Data for age 40 are shown, by way 
of example, in the right-hand panel 
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of Table 1. Although each race and 
sex group at this age experienced a 
slight setback in expectation of life 
from 1942 to 1943, all of them show 
a decided improvement as compared 
with 1900. ' 

The details of the life table for 
1943, which is shown in abridged 
form in Table 2 below, present some 
noteworthy features. The expecta- 
tion of life for white girls 8 years old 
is just as great as that for newly 
born white males. The superior 
longevity of females is also evident 
from the fact that, whereas nine 
out of ten white male babies are 
expected to survive to age 32, among 
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white females the same proportion 
will live to 43 years. 

Longevity among colored lives 
still lags substantially behind that 
for white persons. For example, the 
average length of life for the colored 
in 1943 was less than that for white 
persons in 1919-1921. In 1943 the 
expectation of life at birth for col- 
ored persons was about the same as 
that for white persons 13 years of 
age. Similarly, nine out of ten of 
the colored males will survive from 
birth to age 16, and a like pro- 
portion to age 21 for colored 
females; these ages are only half 
the corresponding ages observed 





TABLE 2—EXPECTATION OF LIFE AND MorTALITY RATE PER 1,000, at SPECIFIED AGEs, 
BY COLOR AND SEX, GENERAL POPULATION IN THE UNITED STATES, 1943* 








EXPECTATION OF LIFE 


MorvTauity RATE PER 1,000 





AGE WHITE CoLoRED 


Total 


: WHITE CoLoRED 
Total 





Persons 





Persons 


Males | Females} Males | Females Males | Females! Males | Females 





0 | 64.50 | 63.16 | 68.27 | 54.65 | 57.97 | 41.06 | 42.30 | 32.91 | 69.72 | 56.58 
1 66.24 | 64.93 | 69.57 | 57.71 | 60.42 | 4.01 3.77 | 3.37 7.37 | 6.45 
2 | 65.51 | 64.17 | 68.81 | 57.13 | 59.80 | 2.29 | 2.33 1.88 | 3.64] 3.25 
3 64.65 | 63.32 | 67.94 | 56.34 | 59.00 | 1.68 | 1.74] 1.41 2.43 | 2.17 
4 | 63.76 | 62.43 | 67.03 | 55.47 | 58.12 1.32 1.35 1.13 1.95 1.69 
5 | 62.85 | 61.51 | 66.11 | 54.58 | 57.22 1.11 1.16 96] 1.59] 1.35 
10 | 58.13 | 56.82 | 61.35 | 49.91 | 52.50 79 .89 61 1.13 .89 
15 | 53.39 | 52.10 | 56.55 | 45.29 | 47.84 1.28 | 1.39 84 | 2.66] 2.40 
20 | 48.80 | 47.55 | 51.82 | 41.04 | 43.58 | 2.17 | 2.62 1.23 | 4.67 | 4.34 
25 | 44.36 | 43.21 | 47.16 | 37.07 | 39.57 | 2.56] 2.96] 1.55] 5.90] 5.19 
30 | 39.91 | 38.79 | 42.53 | 33.17 | 35.60 | 2.77 | 2.77 1.91 7.07 | 6.10 
35 | 35.48 | 34.34 | 37.96 | 29.40 | 31.75 | 3.56] 3.44] 2.53 | 9.18] 8.05 
40 | 31.16 | 29.97 | 33.47 | 25.83 | 28.11 | 4.93 | 4.96] 3.41 | 12.18 | 10.72 


45 | 26.99 | 25.79 | 29.09 | 22.50 | 24.68 | 7.11 7.54 | 4.93 | 16.75 | 13.87 
50 | 23.03 | 21.87 | 24.87 | 19.55 | 21.54 | 10.51 | 11.59 | 7.26 | 23.95 | 20.03 
55 19.33 | 18.24 | 20.84 | 17.02 | 18.87 | 15.17 | 17.26 | 10.68 | 30.31 | 26.93 
60 | 15.89 | 14.93 | 17.05 | 14.62 | 16.50 | 22.17 | 25.67 | 16.55 | 35.85 | 33.45 
65 12.77 | 11.98 | 13.58 | 12.35 | 14.40 | 32.95 | 37.84 | 26.28 | 47.56 | 43.05 
70 10.01 9.37 | 10.51 | 10.48 | 12.63 | 48.86 | 55.30 | 41.54 | 62.93 | 51.79 
75 7.58 | 7.09 | 7.84] 8.84 | 10.91 | 72.57 | 81.02 | 65.80 | 72.31 | 57.56 
80 5.53 | 5.17 | 5.64] 7.02 | 9.06 |114.83 |126.95 {108.95 | 88.47 | 68.70 






































*Computed in the Statistical Bureau of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, on the basis of 


unpublished data furnished by the United States Census Bureau. 
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above for white males and females. 

The mortality rates in the right- 
hand panel of Table 2 show further 
evidence of the handicap of the 
colored as compared with the white 
population. For the wide range of 
ages from 16 to 42 years, the mor- 
tality rates for colored females were 
fully three times those for white 
females, while from ages 43 to 60 the 
rates were twice as great. At ages 
12 to 15 also, colored girls were 
subject to a mortality double that for 
white girls. Among males the rates 
for the colored were at least twice 
those for white lives from ages 26 to 
51. The facts clearly indicate that 


Mortality at Record Low 


OR the first three months of 1945 
the mortality among the Indus- 
trial policyholders of the Metropoli- 
tan Life Insurance Company, exclu- 
sive of deaths from enemy action, 
was the lowest ever recorded for this 
season of the year. The death rate 
of 802.4 per 100,000 was about 10 
percent below the comparable figure 
for last year, and a shade lower than 
the previous minimum, of 804.8 
established in the first quarter of the 
banner health year 1942. 
Provisional data available for the 
general population likewise indicate 
a favorable mortality picture on the 
home front. The official report for 
93 large cities, covering the first 14 
weeks of the year, shows that the 
number of deaths is not only well 
below the figure for last year, but 
also below the average of the three 
years 1942-1944, 
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there is substantial room for im- 
provement in the mortality and 
longevity of the colored population. 

There are indications, from provi- 
sional data available so far, that in 
1944 the American people had re- 
covered, in part, from the setback 
which they experienced during 1943, 
and that the situation so far in 1945 is 
also favorable. Our Nation has been 
singularly fortunate that its civilian 
population has escaped the ravages 
of war, with its attendant misery, 
want, and death. As the war in 
Europe draws to a close, the pros- 
pects are good for continued im- 
provement in longevity. 


in Industrial Population 


The current record for the policy- 
holder group, analyzed by sex and 
age, indicates a truly remarkable 
improvement over that for the early 
months of 1944. Except for males at 
the military ages, the death rate 
among white persons in each sex 
shows a marked decline in mortality 
at every age period. As may be seen 
in the table on page 7, among white 
female policyholders at ages 15 to 24 
the death rate in the first quarter of 
1945 was more than 30 percent 
below the figure a year ago; among 
both white males and females the 
drop was in excess of 20 percent in 
the age range 5 to 14 years. These 
amazing declines, however, are to be 
viewed in the light of the fact that a 
widespread epidemic of respiratory 
conditions took a considerable toll of 
life in the early part of last year. 

The effect of the war is reflected in 
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the sharp increases in mortality 
among men in the military ages. 
Deaths from enemy action in this 
insurance experience are now run- 
ning almost five times as high as 
during the first quarter of 1944, and 
more than ten times as high as in the 
same period of 1943. But even when 
war deaths are included, and despite 
their heavy increase, the total death 
rate in this policyholder group in the 
first quarter of 1945 was less than 2 
percent above the rate for the corre- 
sponding months of last year. 
Contributing materially to the ex- 
cellent health record of the industrial 
population has been the favorable 
situation with regard to the respira- 
tory conditions. Influenza and pneu- 
monia both registered lower rates 
than ever before for this period of 
the year. The death rate for these 
two diseases combined in the first 
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three months of 1945 was 43.8 per 
100,000 policyholders as compared 
with the previous minimum, 49.3 
per 100,000 recorded in 1942, and 
with 67.2, the average for the five 
years 1940-1944. This unprece- 
dented experience for the respiratory 
diseases has also had a salutary 
effect on the mortality from the 
chronic degenerative diseases. Dia- 
betes and the cardiovascular-renal 
diseases have registered sizable de- 
clines in mortality. In fact, the 
decreases have been sufficient to 
erase not only the increase of last 
year but also that of several prior 
years. For cancer, however, the 
record for 1945 is less favorable 
than last year. 

For tuberculosis the report is most 
encouraging this year. The death 
rate among the insured for the 
January—March period was 37.8 per 





DEATH RATES PER 100,000 From ALL Causks, INCLUDING War DEATHS. WHITE 
PERSONS, BY SEX AND AGE PERIODS. METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE 
CoMPANY, WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS. 

FIRST QUARTER 1945 anp 1944 ComPpaRED 




















PER 
Dratu RATE PER 100,000 fe vg tig ony 

a ee WHITE Mars Wuitt FEMALES 
White White 
Males Females 

1945 1944 1945 1944 
Ages 0 to 74 1,112.1 928.9 659.2 747.8 + 19.7 —11.8 
Under 5 454.0 524.2 385.1 429.4 — 13.4 —10.3 
5 to9 72.6 96.6 58.0 74.9 — 24.8 —22.6 
10 to 14 68.1 87.0 47.3 60.6 — 21.7 —21.9 
15 to 19 541.9 259.4 70.5 100.8 + 108.9 —30.1 
20 to 24 1,853.3 738.9 97.0 143.6 +150.8 —32.5 
25 to 34 1,063.8 427.9 175.3 206.6 +148.6 —15.2 
35 to 44 659.7 607.0 317.5 380.5 + 8.7 —16.6 
45 to 54 1,326.5 1,463.2 761.0 838.4 — 93 — 9.2 
55 to 64 3,041.1 3,270.0 1,830.4 2,019.9 — 7.0 — 9.4 
65 to 74 6,485.3 7,582.5 4,665.8 5,600.7 — 14.5 —16.7 
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100,000, or 7.4 percent below the 
record low established in 1943. The 
comparison with the first quarter of 
1944 is even more striking, for there 
was a sharp rise in tuberculosis dur- 
ing the first quarter of last year. At 
that time, considerable concern was 
expressed that war conditions might 
be responsible for the rise. How- 
ever, it now appears that the in- 
crease was only temporary and was 
associated with the epidemic of 
respiratory conditions. The anti- 
tuberculosis program has continued 
to be effective. 

The favorable mortality which has 
been in evidence for most of the im- 
portant causes of death has also ob- 
tained for many of the diseases nu- 
merically less important. For ex- 
ample, the decline for measles and 
scarlet fever has more than counter- 
balanced the small increase for 
whooping cough, so that a new low 
rate has been established for the 
principal communicable diseases of 
childhood as a group. Likewise 
syphilis, appendicitis, and diseases 
of the puerperal state are at the 
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lowest levels on record. Cerebro- 
spinal meningitis, which increased 
during the first two years of the war, 
has shown a marked drop in mor- 
tality in the first quarter of 1945. 
The rate for this disease is now 1.5 
per 100,000 policyholders as against 
3.7 last year. The mortality from 
diarrhea and enteritis, although 
above the figures for 1943 and 1944, 
is well below the prewar average. 

Despite the decline in motor 
vehicle fatalities which has resulted 
from the restrictions in automobile 
travel, the war period has witnessed 
a steady increase in the mortality 
from accidents. The rise has been 
due in large measure to the increased 
number of men in military service, 
where the death rate from accidents 
is higher than in the civilian popula- 
tion. The rate for motor vehicle 
fatalities is, with the exception of 
1943, the lowest since 1924. 

Suicides have established a new 
low rate so far this year. Homicides 
are up slightly from 1944, but are 
below the figure for any other 
previous year. 


England’s Health Continues Favorable 


ESPITE the cumulative strains 

of five years of war, the health 

of the English people stood up well 
in 1944, and has continued at a 
satisfactory level in the first quarter 
of 1945. Another bright feature of 
the vital record last year was the 
accelerated increase in the birthrate. 
Nearly 750,000 babies were born 
in England in 1944, the largest 
number since 1923. The birth rate 


was 17.9 per 1,000 civilian popula- 
tion. Last year’s total represents an 
increase of nearly 10 percent over 
1943, and of more than 25 percent 
over the wartime low of 1941 and 
the depression low of 1933. Last 
year was the third in succession in 
which the number of births reached 
levels higher than in the preceding 
15 or more years. In these three 
years alone the natural increase— 
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the excess of births over deaths—in 
the civilian population of England 
was 610,000, and for the war period 
thus far it is well over 700,000. The 
natural increase in England’s civilian 
population during the war is very 
much larger than the death losses 
sustained by England’s armed forces. 
This situation is in sharp contrast 
with that of Germany and many of 
the countries on the Continent. 
England’s wartime measures for 
the protection of the health of 
mothers and infants have brought 
splendid results, all the greater be- 
cause of the sharply increased birth 
rate. Infant mortality last year, 
about 46 per 1,000 live births, was 
the lowest in England’s history, and 
represents a reduction of nearly 20 
percent from the average for the 
three years preceding the outbreak 
of the war. Even more remarkable 
has been the reduction in maternal 
mortality. The rate in the first six 
months, the latest data available, 
was less than half the prewar figure. 
England’s civilian death rate last 
year is estimated at 11.9 per 1,000, 
which is about 2 percent less than in 
1943. With the exception of 1942 it 
was lower than for any other war 
year, and practically identical with 
the average for the five years pre- 
ceding the war. And this despite the 
fact that during the war period 
changes have occurred in the age 
distribution of the population, 
which, taken by themselves, would 
tend to bring about an increase in 
the crude death rate. For there has 
been a steady increase in the propor- 
tion of older persons and also of 
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young infants. Among both these 
groups the death rate is above the 
general average for the population. 
At the same time, the selection of 
the more vigorous young men for 
military service has withdrawn the 
healthiest part of the younger group 
from the civilian population to which 
the mortality rates cited relate. 


On the basis of the mortality 
statistics, then, 1944 shapes up as a 
better than average health year. 
But while the record for disease was 
on the whole very favorable, deaths 
from violence, especially those due 
to enemy action, increased sharply. 
Air-raid fatalities among civilians 
during the year totaled 8,465, or 
more than 314 times as many as in 
1943 and the highest number since 
1941. The greater part of these 
deaths resulted from V-1 flying 
bombs, which the Germans began to 
use shortly after the Allied invasion 
of the Continent in June. Nearly 
5,500 deaths were reported in the 
three months from June through 
August, with the peak of 2,441 
deaths in July. A second rise came 
late in the year when the Germans 
began to use their V-2 rocket bombs. 
But the peak of 716 deaths in 
November was lower than that of 
the summer months. The mortality 
from motor vehiclé accidents showed 
a sizable increase in the second 
quarter, as compared with the cor- 
responding period of 1943. 

Cerebrospinal meningitis, the 
prevalence of which had risen 
sharply in 1940 and 1941, continued 
to wane last year. The number of 
cases was 2,353, or 30 percent less 
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than in 1943 and 82 percent less than 
the peak number recorded in 1940. 
Even so, the prevalence of the dis- 
ease in 1944 was still appreciably 
above normal, but with the improved 
treatment of the disease with sulfa 
drugs the number of fatal cases was 
virtually back to the prewar level. 


Child health continued favorable 
in 1944. The principal communi- 
cable diseases of childhood generally 
were at low ebb. Although cases of 
measles for the year as a whole were 
fewer than in 1943, a periodic rise 
began in the last part of the year 
and has extended into 1945. Most 
remarkable in the child health pic- 
ture is the sharp decrease in diph- 
theria. English health officers 
during the war have conducted a 
vigorous campaign for diphtheria 
immunization, and have made sub- 
stantial progress toward eliminating 
this preventable disease. The num- 
ber of cases last year was 25,543, or 
nearly 30 percent less than in 1943, 
and about 60 percent less than in 
1936-1938. Equally sharp was the 
decline in fatalities from the disease. 
The drastic reduction in diphtheria 
in wartime England is in marked 
contrast with the violent epidemics 
of the disease which have raged on 
the Continent, as noted in last 
month’s STATISTICAL BULLETIN, and 
which have raised the figures for 
prevalence of the disease in many 
countries to the highest levels in a 
decade or more. England’s accom- 
plishment in this respect must also 
be considered in the light of the 
large increase in the child popula- 
tion during the war years. 
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Details of the causes of death in 
1944 for the country as a whole are 
available only for the first six 
months, although some indication of 
the subsequent trend is obtained 
from the figures for London, which 
cover the entire year. Because of 
the influenza epidemic that occurred 
in the closing weeks of 1943, com- 
parisons based on the first six 
months of that year with the same 
period of 1944 probably do not ac- 
curately reflect the changes between 
the two years. Comparison with the 
first half of years preceding 1943, 
however, clearly brings out the satis- 
factory state of health in England 
in 1944. 

It is gratifying to record that the 
mortality from tuberculosis con- 
tinued to decline last year, probably 
to the lowest level in England’s his- 
tory. It will be recalled that an 
appreciable increase in the disease in 
the early years of the war had 
caused some alarm. 

The mortality from the degenera- 
tive diseases of later life in 1944 was 
well below the average for the war 


years, and showed no marked devia- - 


tion from prewar figures, despite the 
higher proportion of older persons 
in the population. Deaths from 
diabetes continued at a low level 
and were nearly 25 percent fewer 
than in the first six months of 1939. 

Indicative of the high morale of 
the English people is the continued 
low mortality from conditions which 
appear to vary in wartime with the 
degree of popular tension. The num- 
ber of suicides, for example, con- 
tinues very low. 
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Comparative Data on the Causes of Death 
Among Industrial Policyholders 


The following table shows the 
mortality among Industrial policy- 
holders for March 1945 and March 


DegatH RaTtEs* PER 100,000 PoLticyHoLDERS From SELECTED CAUSES 
WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS 
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1944, together with the death rates 
for the first three months of 1945, 


1944, and 1943. 








ANNUAL RATE PER 100,000 PoLicyHoLDERS* 














Year to Date: 
Causks oF DEATH i Bae End of March 
1945 1944 

1945 1944 1943 
Aut, CAUSES—TOTAL............... 992.0 | 879.4 | 925.6 | 912.1 846.9 
—Excluding war deaths...) 852.1 | 851.3 | 802.4 | 885.7 | 835.6 
DepROU BOVE 2. kc esis sees teens. 0.4 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.1 
Re ee sa hak sou ees oe re i a 1.4 » 
I MIN iio 1.0.0, aig, red S028 Ace are ls .6 .6 3 .6 4 
WHOGHIRE COUPR.. 6.6.02. 6. ke ces 9 e 3 a> 1.4 
NL cS atitieitess © ixinh pa eng 9 9 .9 9 8 
Ng ir on eve eins weg het 5.8 10.0 5.4 25.0 9.3 
Pneumonia (all forms).............. 40.5 44.8 38.4 57.0 50.3 
Tuberculosis (all forms)............. 41.0 44.7 37.8 44.0 40.8 
Tuberculosis of respiratory system..| 36.8 40.3 34.1 39.8 37.2 
eid Genie aia cee aaa a 10.6 10.2 10.0 10.7 10.9 
eS er re 122.5 109.9 | 114.2 110.8 | 109.7 
Diabetes mellitus... ...........000.- 21.4 |. 41.6 27.9 33.8 31.4 
Cerebral hemorrhage................ 76.0 77.8 72.1 74.5 72.9 

Diseases of the coronary arteries and 
GNTEE MOCURNIG = 65 os eng cca saes 71.0 68.1 74.2 70.3 68.5 
Other chronic heart diseasesf........ 187.1 183.9 177.3 199.0 192.9 
Diarrhea and enteritis.............. 3.1 ak 3.3 3:1 2.9 
NS on oa 85 o's 6506-05 Gao 0 SOs 5.0 5.1 4.9 5.2 $.3 
eo. a a re a 50.1 as. 4 50.1 54.9 55:5 
Puerperal state—total............... 3.6 4.4 3.9 4.2 4.1 
ENE hte eae ats Route Ak te 2am 5.0 8 5.7 6.5 5.9 
Se ee eee eae rae 2.0 2.9 2.6 3.8 
Accidents—total...............0... 58.3 55-5 35:3 5aJ 47.8 
Home accidents.................. 10.0 iz.2 12.1 12.3 13.9 
Occupational accidents....... sa's'oe 5.5 5.1 5.6 5.5 6.6 
Motor vehicle accidents........... 11.9 16.5 13.4 16.0 $2.2 
War deaths (enemy action).......... 139.9 28.1 123.2 26.4 12.3 
All other causes of death............ 139.6 139.2 116.4 126.3 120.4 























*The rates for 1944 and 1945 are subject to slight correction, since they are based on provisional 


estimates of lives exposed to risk. 


tInternational List (1940) titles 92, 93 (c), (d), (e), and 95. 


Correspondence on the subjects discussed in these BULLETINS may be 


addressed to: The Editor, 


STATISTICAL BULLETIN 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 


1 Madison Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


MORTALITY FROM ALL CAUSES* 


METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT, WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS 


DEATH RATES PER 1000-ANNUAL BASIS (1944 and 1948 figures are provisional ) 
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1944 98 88 88 84 79 76 74 78 79 79 92 86 
1945 8&8 90 99 


* Including war deaths 
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